. Background

e More than one million boating

A preliminary Examination of Vessel Characteristics to
Inform Conservation of Marine Megafauna at Three
Locations on Florida's Gulf Coast
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licenses are issued each year in
Florida (Sobin and Tucker, 2008)
e Interactions with vessels can pose a
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threat to marine megafauna, many

of whom are threatened with
extinction (Erbe et al., 2019; Fuentes

Figure 1. Sea turtle with lethal
injuries due to vessel strike

et al., 2021) (Photo: FSU MTRECG)
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recreational boaters. This means that boaters
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were seen with no evidence of fishing, and
were often diving, swimming, or conducting
other leisurely activities. We also observed

recreational fishing relatively-frequently.

Study Aim

l.) Examine characteristics of vessels to
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inform conservation and management. .
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e We selected three locations on Florida's Gulf Coast

Vessel types: Across all three of our study
locations runabout boats were most commonly
seen. The term "runabouts" describes a vast
majority of boats with main characteristics
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which have high frequency of marine turtle
strandings due to vessel strikes
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transects which encompassed an area of 200 m in o < $ relatively small in size.
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« We recorded boat type, engine type, and activities
of boaters while performing vessel based transects
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