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Purpose and Impact

This research project 1s a direct response to public demand since violent hate
crimes have been occurring at an increasing and concerning rate. The first 1s
to compile a thorough database of federal hate crime offenders in order to
assess key individual and situational characteristics of all hate crime offenders
in the US from 2009-2022. The second purpose of this study is to use the
information found 1n the creation of a database to create a typology of federal
hate crime offenders and a characterization of various pathways into
offending. This 1s the first empirical research study to focus on federally
charged hate crime offenders since the federal hate crime statue was made.
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Introduction and Background

Hate crimes, or bias-motivated crimes, have been on the rise for the last
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The Motivation- Anti-immigrant bias
towards Indians, prejudice towards
Hindu people
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Offense Biases -
o race ethnicity
o Religion

The Crime- murder, attempted
murder, firearm charges
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o Disability

o sexual orientation

Since hate crimes are carried with the intention of sending a broader message
to the targeted population, like terrorism, scholars have established these two
criminal acts share a common ground . Given this overlap, this project argues
that relevant insight into hate crime offending can be obtained by applying
current methods used 1n terrorism research to serious bias-motivated crimes,
mainly to those that are excessively brutal in nature (e.g. Dylann Roof), which
existing empirical research, despite the grave consequences hate crimes have
had 1n the U.S., has largely neglected. The present project recognizes the need
for an wupdated typology—or category of crimes with comparable
characteristics that separates them from other crimes. It is important to note
that the existing typologies don’t account for newer developments in the world
such as tech-based crime types.

The Weapon- Used a firearm to
kill
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Prediction for Future Hate Crimes
Prevention for Offender Pathways
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trauma, PTSD, alcohol abuse

Response for Future Victims
Policy Change for Improvement of Crime Rate

The Outcome- 2 life sentences in
Kansas, 1 life sentence on the
Federal Level

O
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The Background- Paternal death O
O
O
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Research Toolkit for Scholars Studying Hate Crime

Focusing on the background factors associated with hate crime violence will
allow for the development of 1nitiatives to mitigate individual pathways into
serious hate crime perpetration. The new and updated typology can be used as
a tool for investigators in law enforcement personnel to be better prepared.
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analysis on the relationship between the offender’s background and their
likelihood/ ability to commit crime.

offenders. When originally collecting the data the research team will categorize S
each hate crime offender by the existing typology.
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