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RESULTS WHAT’S NEXT?

* We show negative relationships between cover of A. cervicornis and other
benthic substrates or organisms, but no effect beyond the occupancy of space by
A. cervicornis

100+ 100 100+

75- 75 | 75-
* One possible reason is that these analyses include data from both wild A.

cervicornis patches and restored patches. Restoration sites are chosen to
minimize damage to the existing ecosystem, so the surrounding environment and
associations between wild A. cervicornis may be different from those at a
restored site. Future studies should take this into consideration.
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*  Currently building orthomosaics of each site that will allow us to look at the
expansion or contraction of each A. cervicornis patch over time and correlate it to
other organisms and substrates.
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« Next step is to analyze wild and restored A. cervicornis patches separately.
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Top: Scatterplots showing the linear relationship between % cover of Acropora cervicornis and the % cover of gorgonians,
hard substrate, and sand (left to right). Each point represents a single hand-annotated photo.
Bottom: Boxplots showing the relationship between different levels of A. cervicornis % cover (none, low <20% A.

cervicornis, high > 20% A. cervicornis) and the % cover of gorgonians, hard substrate, and sand (left to right) scaled to | | - _
only the remaining available space. Acknowledgments: We want to thank our team Dr. Andrew Rassweiler, Ally

Dubel, Chanti, and Cathryn for helping us and mentoring us this last year.

The heat maps above show the density of a single benthic organism or substrate at one site.
Lighter, warm colors represent areas of high densities of the organism/substrate, where darker,
cool colors represent areas of low densities of the organism/substrate.
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