
Introduction 
Historically Black artists have been excluded from creative spaces. No 

matter the talent, the level of recognition and respect artists received in 

the U.S. was heavily dependent on race. The talents we focus on in this 

study have all been directly impacted by the horrors of discrimination.

Project Focus: To collect photos that portrayed the artists in their glory 

and to hopefully tell their unique stories through the archives.

Purpose of Project:

Our mission of our project is to highlight the many Black artists who have 

pioneered and paved the way through their courageous, inspirational and 

strengthening work. In efforts to create more diversification in the 

classroom, we put together archives that will be included in an 

educational film for students.

Methods
• Conducted a case study to discover and explore 

the impact in American society and their 

contributions to Black history

• Researched scholarly museum archives and 

articles as well as watching documentaries and 

interviews to collect photos and important 

information regarding these subjects

• Took note of details from their lives that we 

found to be meaningful to our study

• Searched for non-copyrighted materials and 

requested access to photos of the subjects that 

did have copyrights

Results and Conclusions
Predicted Results

With the information that we discovered during our research 

we hope to recognize these artists in the way they deserve. With 

our results and many other researchers who are also interested in 

this topic, we predict that with recent traumatic events, we 

as society will begin to highlight the pioneers that came before us 

and credit them for their contributions to the art world as we know 

it today.

Additionally, we predict that schools with Cinematic 

Production Colleges will begin diversifying their colleges as well 

as research. This will create spaces for many students of color 

within the arts to have a safe space to create.

Conclusion:

All in all, The Black Artists’ Way is a visualization of the 

brilliance that were these women. In efforts to create more 

diversification in the classroom, we put together archives that 

will be included in an educational film for students. To honor 

these impactful figures, we chose the photos that portrayed them 

in their glory as that was not always the case with the media in 

the age that they lived in due to racism. When it came to 

researching these women, it was found that there are many 

details missing from their stories. Although it’s impossible to 

gather those missing pieces, we attempt to bridge the gap 

through photos; in hopes to tell their story how they themselves 

would want it told.

The Black Artist’s Way

Acknowledgements

We thank The Theatre of Tallahassee, Leon County Public Library, Monica 

Woods, Alton Fields, Dr. Elzabeth Osborne, Dr. Kris Salata, and Carrie Anne 

Baade

Asiyah Ali-Salahuddin, Rachel Rainford, & Dee Selmore

Florida State University, School of Theatre

Billie Holiday

Toni Morrison

Zora Neale Hurston

Dorothy Dandridge Josephine Baker

Participants:

Lorraine Hansberry

References
Alexander, K. L. (n.d.). Biography: Toni Morrison. Retrieved March 4, 2023, from 

https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/toni-morrison

• josephine Baker. National Museum of African American History and Culture. (2020, May 31). Retrieved March 4, 2023, 

from https://nmaahc.si.edu/josephine-baker

• Lorraine Hansberry Biography. Chicago Public Library. (n.d.). Retrieved March 4, 2023, from 

https://www.chipublib.org/lorraine-hansberry-biography/

• Norwood, A. R. (n.d.). Biography: Zora Neale Hurston. National Women's History Museum. Retrieved March 4, 2023, 

from https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/zora-hurston

• Performance as a force for change: The case of billie holiday ... - JSTOR. (n.d.). Retrieved March 5, 2023, from 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/27670205.pdf

• Smithsonian Institution. (n.d.). Lady day: Billie holiday. Smithsonian Institution. Retrieved March 4, 2023, from 

https://www.si.edu/spotlight/billie-holiday

• White, contributed by: C. D. (2019, June 30). Dorothy Dandridge (1922-1964) •. •. Retrieved March 4, 2023, from 

https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/dandridge-dorothy-1922-

1964/#:~:text=Dorothy%20Dandridge%2C%20born%20on%20November,her%20performance%20in%20Porgy%20and

https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/toni-morrison
https://nmaahc.si.edu/josephine-baker
https://www.chipublib.org/lorraine-hansberry-biography/
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/zora-hurston
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/27670205.pdf
https://www.si.edu/spotlight/billie-holiday
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/dandridge-dorothy-1922-1964/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/dandridge-dorothy-1922-1964/

	Slide 1

