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B Abstract

Land sales played a crucial role in the development of many U.S. cities, including Tallahassee, Florida. The present study examines the impact of
early land sales on Tallahassee's development through political, economic, and social lenses. It aims to answer two research questions: (1) How did
land sales influence Tallahassee's development, and (2) Why were Georgia and South Carolina banned from purchasing land in early Tallahassee,
while other states, such as New York, Louisiana, and Alabama, were not? The study draws on primary and secondary sources to qualitatively analyze

. Results

The sale of land in Early Tallahassee...

Economic Impact Political Impact Social Impact

: . _ 2 _ : * Brought new wealth and economic opportunities to « \Was part of the U.S. government's broader efforts to : : :

the data and answer the research questions. The findings suggest that land sales brought new wealth and economic opportunities to the city, spurring the city and its residents, including land speculators expand westward and settle new territories, which  Brought new settlers to the area,_mcludmg V\_/h_lte
the growth of new industries such as cotton and tobacco production, transportation, and trade. Land sales also contributed to Tallahassee's political farmers. and business owWners had significant political implications settlers and enslaved people, which had significant
power and influence by establishing the city as the capital of Florida. Additionally, land sales led to the development of new social institutions and . Spurreci the growth of new industries, such as . Spurred the growth of local government and social consequences -
cultural practices in Tallahassee. However, the study Is inconclusive about the exact reasons why Georgia and South Carolina were excluded from cotton and tobacco production, as we,ll as oolitical institutions, as well as new political * Led tothe developmeqt of new social institutions
purchasing land in Tallahassee. The study's limitations include its reliance on historical records that may not be fully comprehensive or accurate. transportation and trade | movements and o rg’a nizations due to the influx of and cultural practices in Tallahassee, such as
Additionally, the impacts of land sales on different groups and communities may not have been uniformly positive. Future research could examine - : : churches, schools, and social clubs

onatty, P ) _ group _ y n _ > y P o5 AT « Contributed to the growth of Tallahassee's real settlers and new businesses : : :
potential reasons for the exclusion of Georgia and South Carolina from land sales, including political tensions, currency stability concerns, historical estate market and property values, which had ripple + Helped establish Tallahassee as the capital of » Contributed to t_he QFOWth O_f 2l LU middle class I
) @uliiieal) LRtelions, &7 GRenamle A poliesl TnRiess effects on the local economy and social structure Florida in 1824, which brought significant political Talla_lh_asse_e, SUED B S|gn|f|c_ant IMEEES @I SOl

: : stratification and cultural practices
(Groene, 1981) power and influence to the city
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 In June 1825, Acting Secretary of the Treasury Samuel L. Southard issued a directive to the receiver of public money in Tallahassee stating that payments for public lands in that

area would be accepted in the bills of certain banks, but not in the bills of Georgia or South Carolina's specie-paying banks
T Research Questions « The reason for the exclusion is not clear, but it may have been due to concerns about the stability or reliability of Georgia and South Carolina's currencies at the time
* The United States was still using a system of multiple currencies issued by various banks in the early 19th century (Gouge, 1833) and there were frequent concerns about the
reliability and stability of these currencies and the banks that issued them

_ _ _ _ _ N _ _ * Banks at the time were not as heavily regulated as they are today, and there were frequent bank failures, counterfeiting, and other issues that could affect the value of a bank's
How have land Sales in early Tallahassee influenced its development, including any political, economic and social changes? notes or bill

 Without more specific information about the context and factors involved, it's difficult to say for certain why Georgia and South Carolina's specie-paying banks were excluded

_ from payment for land in the Tallahassee area in 1825
Why were the states of Georgia and South Carolina, and their banks, banned from purchasing land in early Tallahassee, while pay

other states, such as New York, Louisiana, and Alabama, were not?

B Conclusion

e In the early 1820s, the U.S. government sold
public lands in Tallahassee, Florida, as part of a
broader effort to expand westward and settle new

e Methods

Primary sources:  Photographs, laws, government documents, letters, newspaper and magazine articles

e Future studies could examine political tensions,
concerns about currency stability, historical and

Secondary sources:  Scholarly journal articles, books, encyclopedia entries
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