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Abstract

Among the risk factors for sea turtles in Florida,
fibropapillomatosis (FP) is of relevance. FP is a viral, 100%
environmentally transmitted neoplastic disease that is often
linked to Chelonid alphaherpesvirus 5 (ChHV5) and various
environmental conditions, such as eutrophication events and
coastal habitat degradation. Severe cases of FP are dangerous
in turtles, as debilitating tumors can cause loss of mechanical
functions and blindness, often leading to death (Aquirre &
Lutz, 2004). This study investigates the spatiotemporal
patterns of FP incidence among green turtles (Chelonia mydas)
captured from 2016 to 2021 (N=113) in the relatively pristine
Big Bend region near Crystal River, Florida. Our study will also
evaluate tumors on captured green turtles based on criteria of
size and location to characterize neoplastic growths. The
results from this study will improve our understanding of FP
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