
ENOCH: THE LITERATURE OF DISSENT

Analyzes primary texts of 1 Enoch against the political structures of the
Achaemenid Persian and Hellenistic periods.
Correlates descriptions of heaven in the manuscripts with archaeological
evidence and royal inscriptions from ancient palaces to identify real-world
architectural influences.
Examines linguistic choices: specifically the preference for Aramaic over
Hebrew to determine the social status and political motivations of the
authors.
Investigates significant silences in the texts, such as the absence of
references to Mosaic Law or the Jerusalem Temple, to map the authors'
ideological opposition to other religious groups.

Methodology Results
The research finds that the Book of Enoch is a counter myth that fights back against imperial
propaganda. Instead of accepting the Persian King’s claim that he brought order to the world, the
Enochic writers argued that the world was actually in a state of chaos caused by heavenly rebels.
The results also show that these writers viewed heaven as a royal court where God is the ultimate
King, making earthly empires look small and temporary by comparison. 

Bethsaida Cius and Matthew Goff

Introduction

Enochic studies have grown significantly over the last fifty years, moving
from basic translation work to a deep look at how these texts fit into the
ancient world. Modern scholars now view the Book of Enoch not just as a
religious story, but as a clever form of social and political protest. By
looking at these writings through the lens of history, we can see how ancient
Jews who wrote Enochic literature used stories about angels and giants to
talk about their own struggles under powerful foreign empires like Persia
and Greece.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Enochic studies in the 2020s reveal authors that was smart,
brave, and deeply engaged with the world around them. These texts were
not just about the distant past or a far off heaven; they were a direct
response to the political pressure of living under foreign rule. By
reimagining the roles of angels, humans, and God, the Enochic authors
created a powerful message of justice that allowed their writers to keep its
identity in a changing world.

Analysis
The analysis suggests that the ancient Jews who wrote these texts felt like
outsiders in their own land. By writing in Aramaic, which was the
language of the Achaemenid Empire, they took the tools of that empire
and used them to tell a Jewish story of hope and judgment. The shift from
a Temple model to a Royal Court model in heaven shows that these
people were likely educated scribes who understood how power worked
and wanted to show that true power belonged only to God. Their unique
view of the Flood as a ritual bath for the earth proves they had a very
specific interest in purity that went beyond what was written in the
standard Bible.

Objective
The main goal of this research is to show how Enochic literature
served as a tool for intellectual resistance. It aims to explain how the
authors used heavenly visions to critique earthly kings, how they
adapted Hellenistic ideas into Jewish thought, and how they
reimagined the story of the Flood as a way to talk about global
healing and purification.
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