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Results

‘The Muskogee were not conquered nor subdued. They were in constant odds with the

Introduction

From 1763 to 1783, the British controlled West and East Florida as two provinces, taking over from
the Spanish. (Wright 1)

During the American Revolution, East Florida could be thought of as a Loyalist fourteenth British
colony. (Kotlik 3)

Florida during the Revolutionary War was what some might consider a “lawless” land, where the

European order. They harbored escaped slaves, deserting soldiers, and criminals.
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Muskogee split into two political entities at the end of the nineteenth century: Seminole and
Creek. Emphasized greater village autonomy vs. centralized control, which made European
domination difficult. (Frank 11)

‘One out of ten British soldiers in North America was stationed in the Floridas during the
Revolution. (Wright 12)

‘After the 1783 Treaty of Paris, Alexander McGillivray, a Creek leader, asserted that Americans
had no right to Creek land, as they were allies, not subjects, of the British crown. (DuVal 260)

authority of colonial institutions did not extend throughout the territory. (Frank 11-13)
Making Florida unique were intricate Native American alliances and treaties formed between the
Muscogee, Seminole, British, and Spanish.

Utilizing two letters from British and Spanish colonial governors transcribed with the aid of Google

Gemini, we analyzed Native and European interactions occurring during the critical transition from

Florida as a British to Florida as a Spanish colony. We contextualized the letters using secondary

Sources.

To ensure the survival of the colony, alliances with Native groups kept the Florida provinces in a

state of relative peace. There seems to have been a recognition of periods when Native ethics and

customs affected how European law was enforced. How did the Spanish and British approach

interactions and negotiations with Native groups?

Methods

Our mentor assigned each member of our research groups a literary review of scholarly secondary

sources. We met every week to discuss our findings through our notes.

- We utilized the literary reviews and further findings from the footnotes of the secondary sources
to build a big idea of what Florida was like during the Revolutionary War, and what the

viewpoints and interpersonal relationships of the people at the time were.

- From this big idea, each member of the group delved deeper into a niche they found interesting,

and the question of Native Americans in Florida and how they interacted with Europeans arose

as my topic of study. I explored archives such as Colonial America and the Lockey Collection to

find primary sources that could connect to the secondary source review.

- With the assistance of Google Gemini, I transcribed two letters sourced from these archives. I

used them to establish an interpretation of European viewpoints on Native Americans and their

relevance to the colonial apparatus.
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1776 Map of Florida (General Map)

PLATIOA D VIOTNET MANUEL DR Zhspnumst”
San Agustin, 30 de Beptioubre de 1704
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A los Jefes, y Guerrerca de loe ¥ndloa Sominolles

Amigos ¥ Hermanoa

7l dador de Allento nes ha permitido juntarnce hoy a tomare
nog mutuaments por la meano y fumar Juntes la pipa de Amistad

Este Cousa satlsfacclion ﬁv congregados tantoa Guerreros
Seminoling.

En el Nombre del grande Roy de Espana cs doy la bien benida
¥ ©s recibo come Amiges y Hormanos. '

Les Reyes de Tspana y Ynglaterra estan Actualments hunidos
en lages de Amistad y TNermandad® lan enterrade la Achuela y se
han dado reciprocamente las manos® Tenge la Orden del Ornnde
Rey de Fepana Mallandome yo en lugar de bueetres Amigos pasados
loe Yngleses de reecivir, y trater & buestra Uento como Amigos

entre esta Tierr- y Pusatra ¥ecion & fin de que Reyne 1a Fam
Concordia y imistad para Siecmpre entre busstra Macion y los I'ge
panoles .

Amigoa y Hermanos

Por gquanto el Oran Rey de "gpana, Benigno ¥ Benebole Padre
tanto de los Hombres Colorades como de loas Blencea, se ha dignade

¥y Hermanos. De mantener Hlanca drecha, y deserbarsesada la Senda -

Zeapedes to Seminolss, Sept. 30, 1784 B«
Nombrarme su Covernador de esta Provineia [2] es de mi Obligee
cion Atender A buestra felicided, Fneenares el Camino recto, 7
Tastruiros de todo agusllo gue fuere mas conducente a buestros
Tntereses.

Fgtare siempre pronto tanteo por Obligacion Como por Tnelina=
sion aconsejaros en Quanto ponds de mi alsanze, y en todos loo
ocazionoe prestars gon Culdado mis 2idos i tﬂﬂlt&jﬂl’l]“. ¥ en
quanto de mi pendiere enderomare mtl"ﬂ[dﬂllgl'lﬂﬂl-

Valo eate econcepto espero gque admitirels en todo tiempo las
Platicas del Orande Rey do Tgpana que slempre hallareis dirigle
dos a la proaperidad y bien ser de bucetra MNagion.

Fapero quo la Crdena de Amistad se mantendra entre Nosotros
siompre terea, y Prufildas sate experimentareis siompre berdade
ero, ¥ puntual Observador de mi Palabra y flel Cumplidor de loe
Pactos que podre en adelante haser gon boasctrea ¥y busatra Na-
ecion 49 Parte deol Oran Roy de Blpl‘ﬁn;é-illl-ij |

Blempre experimentareis del Oran Rey de Fapana buestro Padrs
y Amigo Juatiola, ¥ Amistad Berdad y Ybuen ru-. 7 espero que boe

gotros como hombrea gavics ¥ berdaderoa apasionados por su Patria
o dedicareis 4 seguir una Linia de Confucta que agegurard la
felicidad do bueatra Gente, modiante lo gqual se polira conclulr
un tratado ﬁ-ﬂ'll'lﬂ'lbll de ‘mistad y Paz y quedara alexada toda
wiﬁfﬁ_d:ﬂ de diaputas, y Jesavensnclaa.

Para 1@ de ostos fines tan deaseables procurare hasta saver

 1a Boluntad y determinssion del Orande Rey de Hspana Que sus nee

gasidodes sean socorridas) en el Yntarim hallaran el remedio de
las faltas dc buestra gonte y familias cumo hasta ahora on los
Almageoenes de los 57" ranten loslie, v Compania {3) ® Por Cousa

Excerpt from transcription of “SPEECH OF VICENTE MANUEL DE ZESPEDES
St. Augustine, September 30, 1784” (UF Digital Archives)
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(Right) Governor of East Florida Patrick Tonyn

‘A 1783 letter from Patrick Tonyn, Governor of British East Florida, states that Colonel Brown,
founder of the East Florida Rangers, should prioritize seeking out the aid of the Seminoles
around St. Augustine, and stresses the importance of keeping them on good terms if one wishes
to maintain order. (Governor Tonyn)

‘A 1784 speech by Vicente Manuel de Zéspedes, Spanish Governor of East Florida, issues a
diplomatic plea to the Seminoles, insisting that their friendship is mutually beneficial in the face

of regional threats. (Lockey Documents)

Excerpts from Letters

e Governor Tonyn:

o “I shall be under the necessity of purchasing the stay of His Majesty's Subjects in this
province, to endeavour by every means to preserve peace and to [keep them| in good
humour, as neither the Superintendent nor myself have Indian stores... and his
instructions leave the Seminole Indians to the management of the Governor.”

e Governor Zéspedes (translated from Spanish):
o “The Giver of Breath has permitted us to join together today to take each other by the

» ¢

hand and smoke together the pipe of Friendship” “..to receive and treat your People as
Friends and Brothers; to maintain a white [i.e., peaceful] path, and keep clear the way

between this LLand and your Nation so that Peace, Concord, and Friendship may reign

forever between your Nation and the Spanish.

Conclusion

e -Natives understood the intricacies of treaties, and they decided among themselves what
constituted a valid treaty and an invalid one.

e ‘Buropean governors (British and Spanish) sought alliances with Natives (as shown by
diplomatic talks with the Seminole) for strategic purposes. Natives were crucial in the
transition from British to Spanish rule in 1783.

e -In the future, educational material on Florida’s role in the Revolutionary War should not

gloss over both the role of the Natives and the perspectives of British and Spanish officials.
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