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Background Information-

e Homelessness in Tallahassee and Leon County remains a persistent and escalating
challenge affecting the community’s most vulnerable populations.

e Contemporary research increasingly recognizes affordable housing initiatives as essential
policy tools for addressing homelessness.

e Despite ongoing efforts, Leon County faces substantial barriers, including rising rental
costs, a shortage of affordable housing units, and heightened demand for supportive
services.

o Existing affordable housing initiatives have undergone limited evaluation, leaving
questions about their effectiveness in improving housing stability and reducing
homelessness.

e This study uses a mixed-method approach, combining descriptive data analysis with
qualitative insights from first-person experiential accounts.

e Although analysis is ongoing, preliminary expectations suggest significant structural
barriers that hinder residents’ ability to access atffordable housing in Tallahassee.

e Findings aim to offer evidence-based recommendations to policymakers, service
providers, and community stakeholders to strengthen affordable housing strategies,
refine program implementation, and reduce homelessness.

National Context

e Homelessness is a persistant national challenge in the United States, shaped by complex
and interrelated factors.

e Rising housing costs and limited access to affordable housing are consistently identified
as major contributors to increasing homelessness.

e The 2025 National Alliance on Homelessness Report documented an 18% increase in
homelessness nationwide in 2024, with constrained housing accessibility as a primary
driver.

o Affordable housing initiatives—such as Housing First and transitional housing models—
are widely employed, though their effectiveness varies significantly across states and

 How eftective are current affordable housing initiatives at preventing and
reducing homelessness in Tallahassee, Leon County?

Analysis of Results
Severe Housing Shortage

Florida and Leon County in particular face a major deficit in affordable

e A review of national research on low-income housing policies and

homelessness indicators reveals consistent patterns: a nationwide shortage

housing units, leaving thousands of low-income households cost-burdened and of affordable housing amid rising demand is strongly associated with

directly contributing to rising homelessness in Tallahassee. increasing homelessness rates.

The evaluation also highlights several promising strategies, including

Local Investments Fall Short of Community Demand Housing First—which provides immediate, unconditional access to

Despite substantial county funding and various rental assistance programs, the permanent housing-and Rapid Rehousing, which offers short-term rental

rising demand for affordable housing overwhelms the scale of investment. assistance and supportive services. Recent studies show both models are

effective at quickly returning individuals to stable housing and disrupting

Significant Barriers Limit Access to Affordable Housing cycles of poverty.

Tallahassee continues to experience persistently rising homelessness.
Strict eligibility requirements, high deposit fees, long waitlists, and limited mnt Xperi perst y rising

voucher utilization restrict many residents from being able to secure stable Although the city has invested heavily in rental assistance, supportive

housing services, and housing voucher programs, affordable housing initiatives in

Leon County still face significant barriers in meeting the needs of

Program Effectiveness Undermined by Local Market Conditions low-income residents and effectively reducing homelessness.

Evidence-backed interventions such as rapid rehousing and unconditional
permanent housing (Housing First) are shown to improve overall stability;

Conclusion

however, Tallahassee’s limited housing supply and high rent costs interfere with
successful implementation.

Limitations

local jurisdictions. Location & Quality of Affordable Housing Affect Long-Term Stability
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