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Introduction

» Spelling is important for academic success
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« African American English (AAE) is a systematic, rule governed variety of American English
(Washington & Seidenberg, 2021).

* Previous studies indicate there is a negative relationship between the amount of dialect, or
dialect density, in language and literacy outcomes (Gatlin & Wanzek, 2015)

» Few studies have investigated the impact of child and item level factors on spelling in child-
speakers of AAE

 This study will examine the word-level components and child-level aspects that contribute to
spelling during the early elementary school years and offer novel insights for literacy research by

considering how multiple aspects of children’s abilities and word features inform spelling within

child-speakers of AAE.
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« Data collection is ongoing

* We plan to examine how child and item-level factors contribute to spelling words
with regular past tense endings. Specifically, we will utilize item-level analyses to
examine how spelling is influenced by oral language skills, phonological awareness,
word reading, dialect density, and word-level features.

« We will also examine if word-level features interact with child-level skills to impact

spelling
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Methodology
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tests to measure spelling, phonological awareness, word

reading, language variation, and oral language

All data will be managed using REDCap (Harris et al., 2009)

Pre-Testing Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Post-Testing

Obtain consent for entering Spelling test administered in Literacy and dialect measures Oral language tested through All assessments are double-
the project and being audio groups of 5. through CTOPP-z, TOWRE-z2, CELF-5 scored and data is entered into
recorded. DELV-5T REDCap.

« This research will provide deeper insights into the relationship between a child’s oral

language skills and their literacy development

* We expect to gain a better understanding of how individual child-level factors and

specific word-level aspects impact spelling of words with regular past-tense endings
for first and second grade students

* The findings from this study can inform the field of speech-language pathology and
education by illustrating how various aspects of language, literacy, and item

characteristics inform spelling within child speakers of AAE. Findings may support

the development of educational practices and intervention for children.

References

Edwards, J., Gross, M., Chen, J., MacDonald, M. C., Kaplan, D., Brown, M., & Seidenberg, M. S. (2014). Dialect
Awareness and Lexical Comprehension of Mainstream American English in African American English—Speaking
Children. Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research, 57(5), 1883—1895.
https://doi.org/10.1044/2014_jslhr-1-13-0228

Gatlin, B., & Wanzek, J. (2015). Relations Among Children’s Use of Dialect and Literacy Skills: A Meta-
Analysis. Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research, 58(4), 1306—1318.
https://doi.org/10.1044/2015_jslhr-1-14-0311

Harris, P.A., Taylor, R., Thielke, R., Payne, J., Gonzalez, N., & Conde, J.G., (2009). Research electronic data capture
(REDCap)-A metadata-driven methodology and workflow process for providing translational research informatics
support. Journal of Biomedical Informatics, 42(2), 377-381. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jb1.2008.08.010

Washington, J. A., & Seidenberg, M. S. (2021). Teaching Reading to African American Children: When Home and
School Language Differ. American Educator, 45(2), 26—33.



	Untitled Section
	Slide 1: 1Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, 2Department of Communication Science and Disorders, Florida State University


