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FIGURE 1. DISPLAYS THE PUBLIC OUTCRY AND PROTESTS FOR THE BLACK LIVES
MATTER MOVEMENT FOLLOWING THE DEATH OF GEORGE FLOYD. Figure 2 showcases the movement towards BLM and police reform after the deaths of
George Floyd (1973-2020) and Tyre Nichols (1993-2023).
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	We collected the data from the three primary databases of police fatalities: Fatal Encounters, Washington Post, and Mapping Police Violence.
	The data was entered into a spreadsheet, and each event was labelled with the case number, the original database, the database ID, the date it occurred, the victim’s name, a brief description (gleaned from the original database and news sources), and prior coding information.
	Once our spreadsheet was completed, our team went through case by case and manually input each police fatality event into a survey questionnaire in order to code and determine whether or not it fit the credentials for our police fatality database.
	We are currently still coding cases, but once we have gathered enough data, researchers will begin drawing conclusions that can aid police reform regarding citizen fatalities.
	By organizing our database into more detailed subsets, including the duty-status of officers, the weapons that were used, instances of suicide, accidental deaths, and more, the data can be applied to later projects and used to pursue change.
	Over the past several decades, police use of fatal force has driven public policy reform and subsequently amplified the racial disparities prevalent within police violence. Public outcry in the high-profile deaths of minority individuals, such as George Floyd, continues to drive police reform and the demand for transparency, accountability, and evidence-based policies within police work.
	Crowd-sourced media such as Fatal Encounters, the Washington Post, and Mapping Police Violence lack the ability to collect a comprehensive report on the rate of force, temporal trends, characteristics of officers and citizens, and the inclusion of incidents for comparative purposes. A collective data pull from numerous public data sources was gathered and dispersed into datasets, followed by additional coding through Qualtrics. The focus is to refine the categorized incident reports that public datasets lack in order to display a comprehensive report of police use of fatal force.
	The standard list of criteria includes ensuring compatibility with public law enforcement agencies and accurate definitions of police use of fatal force. This accurate definition excludes accidental deaths and differentiation if an officer is working in an official capacity, whether that is on duty or off duty at the time of the incident.
	The result of data collection is inconclusive thus far; implications for future research will be valuable for long-term use. Opportunities to analyze police use of fatal force continue to drive police reform, and comprehensive datasets produced in this study are intended to substantially support future research and reform.
	The results of this study are inconclusive thus far, and coding is still in progress. While current databases are thorough, they often code cases in such a way that prevents further data analysis. This includes a tendency to compile cases into larger data groups instead of more accurate subsets. This prevents us from viewing a comprehensive image of police use of fatal force against citizens. By recoding the data that is already available, this project ensures that the cases are thoroughly reviewed and can be applied to further projects and movements toward police reform.

	CONCLUSION
	Our project highlights gaps in how data on police use of fatal force is recorded. By manually reviewing each selected case from several databases, we provided a more accurate view of the current state of policing in the United States and prepared a new database that can be interpreted and used to further change within our communities.
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