Diplomacy, A Strategic Game: Investigating The Referencin

=S| Resolutions At The UN

Michelle Heims, Hashim Malallah Foit

Figure 1
Background Results
The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 1s one of the principle bodies of the a
United Nations (UN), an international organization comprised of member states that Reference of Resolution
address global issues. Because the General Assembly does not have enforcement power,
delegations write resolutions (proposed solutions) to encourage international, national,
and regional action. Attendees of the General Assembly make speeches to state their E ‘llwumn |III|IIIIII||
represented country’s stance on the topic and propose solutions which later get voted | IN“‘N“IN“ “ I.II [ Affirm  Call for Denounce Highlight  Highlight
on. A component of this is referencing past UN resolutions, which diplomats do for B R Country’s  Action  Behavior ~ Country's Success or
many reasons as explored in this project. The goal of this project is to investigate how SRR I L StaSnrc]:(?Vs nd c e e railure
regime-type (autocratic vs democratic) influences the referencing of past Figure 2 - Support Diszzﬁixslal
resolutions.
® Resecarch discusses UN resolution referencing strategies but there 18 msufticient Although this research is not yet completed, our preliminary findings from our hand coding and
information on how this correlates to regime-type 6 text analysis suggest that diplomats at the United Nations may reference past resolutions for
e Having an understanding of this correlation can help scholars better understand the reasons above.
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international community and the various strategies of diplomacy.
e As represented in Figures 1-3, the number of resolution references varies by country
and the leader 1n power.

e Ultimately, we have not yet answered our research question but we have concluded that
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delegations reference past resolutions for one of five reasons that can impact the outcome of
a resolution. The next question 1s how the number of times past resolutions are referenced
correlates to the regime-type of the delegation.
A strength of this research 1s that we utilized randomly selected speeches to ensure equal
AN IR I representation and data that was all-encompassing. A limitation of this research is that in
I ” ” international affairs there are a plethora of uncertainties and so we cannot always be certain
i R we understand why countries act the way they do.
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Methods

e Examined randomly selected UNGA speeches for one of six topics (Middle Figure 3 o o
East, Nuclear Weapons, Arms Control and Disarmament, Colonialism, Human | D ISCUSSION
Rights, and Economic Development).
® Speeches were examined for key words set by the UN for the aforementioned MR U
resolution topics. If a key word was mentioned, the speech would be .
categorized into the appropriate section. RN T gy U 1L o, After conducting text analysis and hand coding we have revealed the key motivations for
o This step er.lsurf:d consistency in how speeches were categorized. delegation’s referencing past UN resolutions. Having a better understanding of the UN is
e As conveyed in Figure 4, we examined 50+ UNGA speeches to look for the i . : : : :
. , , , . | we il crucial for understanding why countries act the way they do. Although this research 1s
resolution they mentioned and the context, specifically investigating why the | . . . . . .
: . ongoing, having a preliminary understanding of why resolutions are mentioned can help
resolution was cited. . , , ,
o aii 1 W -4 - e 1l i i ol lis scholars explain the UNGA voting process and countries’ behaviors and goals.
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——— legation h( the capita the independent african states protested vehemently on this matter and decided to appeal for united nations help in eliminating the serious threat which now hangs over the sahara in particular and the peoples of a
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53. the colossal amount being spent on the armaments race could contribute effectively to the development of the worlda€™s natural wealth and the raising of the level of living of peoples in the under-developed countries. we therefore
54. the libyan delegation also feels that man's great victories in the exploration of outer space should be pursued solely with a view to putting scientific progress at the service of mankind as a whole.

55. the lib' ignorance hindering on this oc to expres: as it perse is sure that the united nations will continue to give support and encouragement to a state which was born under its auspices and will not fail in its responsibilities towards |
56. libya is security a therefore that causes of world conflict should be kept constantly under review by the united nations.

57.in eurc ajust free and democratic solution of the german question would enable the german people to regain their unity and would at the same time eliminate one of the most serious causes of tension and conflict now threaten
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58. the libyan delegation also hopes that italy and austria will be able to find a peaceful settlement of the problems which now seem to be dividing them and that order and friendly relations will be restored along their common frontier.
59. the vic and partic is quite in taking into account the real wishes of the inhabitants and their right to self-determination.'
60. in afric the internal troubles in the cameroons under french administration are a source of great anxiety. we have always maintained that the holding of general elections prior to independence would contribute to the tranquillity and
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