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DISCUSSION

With our results, we see that the sites we surveyed are vastly different from
one another regarding their coverage of structure and the size of their
individual bommies and algae patches.

We found no significant correlation between habitat availability and
amount of algae present across sites.

Strength and direction of relationships were variable within sites.
Seeing that there is not a consistent correlation between the amount of
structure and algae present in a specific area, this hints at the presence of
other biological/environmental interactions that could affect the
dispersal and growth of algae.

Some important outside variables include the presence of herbivores in the
area, fishing practices, and the nutrient levels in the waters.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

We hope in the future to expand the number of sites we annotate and analyze. We
have raw data for 15 sites, so if we gather structure and algae coverage for the rest
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FIGURE 2: Annotated orthomosaics of 4 sites of these areas, we may begin to see a different relationship. Further, it is of great
E interest to examine algae growth longitudinally as we also have raw data from the
§ - FIGURE 3: Scatter same sites over the past 3 years. With this data, we can directly investigate algae
~ plot displaying the dispersal patterns over time and how those differ with location.
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