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Research Problem Methodology

The Apalachicola Bay System (ABS) once supplied 90%
of Florida's oysters and contributed nearly half of local How has the oyster collapse influenced
income’. Unfortunately, there has been a global decline
in oyster populations for a variety of reasons.

Study Design: Semi-structured interviews and
online surveys.
social, cultural, and economic dynamics in FPYatat T ey
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Understanding Apalachicola Bay Collapse Bay oyster collapse

Decline of Apalachicola Bay oysters is due to combination of factors Id t f d S t I I I t e Current and pagt residents of
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the seafood industry
Analysis:
» Identifying themes related to social,
cultural, and economic impacts.
« Comparing perspectives across different
stakeholder groups.

Previous research has documented the loss of

¥ el N cenerational heritage and the degradation of local
> “oyster culture” in Apalachicola?. Past literature and
-C preliminary findings culminate in anticipated
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A presentation from FWC shows the decline in oysters at the Apalachicola Bay, despite a

five-year ban on harvesting.(Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission) e 92% tourism economy in Franklin Cou nty A k I d t
e There is a reported 95% decrease in oyster  Migration — Displacement of former industry cknowiedgements

population, despite d 5-year ban on oystering and WOTrKers Seeking alternative livelihoods. This ongoing Honors in the Major project would not have been
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restoration efforts?. e Loss of social and personaj Capital — Weakening oJll Possible without the help of my supervisory professor, Dr. Jeffrey
_ _ _ _ + ' " d " " Chanton, my committee, Dr. Amy Kowal and Dr. Betsy Mansfield,
¢ BeyOnd cconomic IOSSv this decline dlsrupted community n€tworks and support systems. advisor Mrs. Garcia-Gloeckner, and the generous Robert and Mary

Apalachicola's deeply rooted “oyster culture,” « Loss of traditions, values, and identity — Decline in Frappier Undergraduate Research Award.
which transcended the seafood industry2. cultural practices tied to oystering.

. While prior research examined its impact on - Loss of local, traditional, and Indigenous
oystermen, the effects on indirect stakeholders knowledge — Erosion of ecological expertise and References

remain largely unexplored. harvesting techniques passed through generations.



