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RESEARCH
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My research seeks to explore and reflect the pervasive 
themes of excess, abjection, and the hypersexualization of the 

female form within the horror genre. Through painting and 
sculpture, this project examines the intentional use of excess 
violence, in particular with the portrayal of female figures 

as victims, to evoke emotional reactions from viewers. 

OVERVIEW

STRUCTURE
❖ contemporary context and related references. 
❖ literature and film
❖ detailed data
❖ conceptual
❖ materials & aesthetic choices 
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Literature
FILM BODIES: 

GENDER, GENRE, & EXCESS
"Body" Genres:

❖ Trigger physical reactions in the 
audience, evoking intense emotions 

❖ Categorized into three types: 
Pornography, Horror, and Melodrama.

❖ Body on screen serves as the spectacle, 
showcasing intense bodily responses 
like convulsions, screams, or sobs.

Structure of Perversion:

❖ Female bodily excesses cater to the 
viewer's 'abnormal' perversions.

❖ Recent feminist studies suggest male 
viewers oscillate between identifying 
with passive victimhood and later 
empowerment in horror.

❖ The male viewer identifies with both 
sadistic and masochistic roles

STEREOTYPICAL PORTRAYAL OF WOMEN 
IN SLASHER FILMS: THEN V.S. NOW

❖ Critiques horror's tendency to 
glorify men's sexuality while 
punishing women.

❖ Argues that the genre dehumanizes 
characters, unleashing primal 
impulses like murder, violence, and 
sex.

❖ Notes how horror often justifies 
excessive gore and assault, 
disproportionately targeting female 
victims.

❖ Media's impact on societal behaviors, 
regarding violence against women, is 
significant. Abundant Viewership 
desensitizes empathetic reactions. 

❖ The study suggests a transition from 
the regulation stage to the respect 
stage of representations of women in 
slasher films.



DATA
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Source: Gender and Survival vs. Death in Slasher Films (Gloria Cowan and Margaret O’Brien)
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My artwork is a visual translation of the 
research into the the horror genre through 
the lens of a macabre aesthetic. Each piece 
tells a story about a female fatale. Subject 
matter will remain constant throughout the 
series, with repeating motifs and symbolisms 

that define the narrative.  

➔ gore
➔ fertility
➔ sacrifice
➔ excess
➔ eroticism
➔ innocence
➔ autonomy

THEMES MOTIFS
➔ female figure
➔ sheep/lamb
➔ pomegranate
➔ lavender
➔ forest
➔ blood

CONCEPTUAL

Burney. Madame Rose, 2023.
oil on canvas. 18x24



Project Scope & Planning

❖ 5 multimedia oil paintings
➢ approx. 9000 sq in total

■ #1 - 36 x 48 in - 1728 sq in
■ #2 - 36 x 48 in - 1728 sq in
■ #3 - 24 x 48 in - 1152 sq in
■ #4 - 30 x 40 in - 1200 sq in
■ #5 - 30 x 40 in - 1200 sq in

❖ 1 clay sculpture
➢ hand molded & painted

■ #1 - Hare Mask
■ #2 - Ram Mask

ISABELLA ALAMO     UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH

Arts Teaching Lab, Painting Studio



COMPOSITION AND MATERIAL

● canvas
● cardboard
● oil paint
● wax

● clay
● plaster?
● fire

MATERIAL
● GLAZING - applying thin, translucent layers of paint
● IMPASTO - paint  thickly laid on a surface, so 

brushstrokes are visible.

● SGRAFFITO - layering up and scratching down
● BURNING - adds texture and aesthetic appeal
● CHIAROSCURO - dramatic contrasting lighting

TECHNIQUE

These elements contribute to the cohesion of the 
series
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FIGURE POSES
Planning
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FIGURE POSES
Planning
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PRELIMINARY SKETCHES



GAIL POTOCKI ARTEMISIA GENTILESCHI FRANCISCO GOYA
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ARTISTIC INFLUENCES



ROBERTO DIAZ WELDER WINGS ELISABETTA SIRANI

ISABELLA ALAMO     UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH

ARTISTIC INFLUENCES
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COMPOSITION

sacrifice of the lamb, 
2024
oil on canvas, thread
36 x 48 in

rebirth of the ram, 
2024
oil on canvas, thread
36 x 48 in

consumption of the hare, 
2024
oil on canvas, thread
24 x 48 in
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COMPOSITION

unraveling of the fox, 
2024
oil on canvas, thread

confrontation for the deer, 
2024
oil on canvas, thread

*titles subject to change*
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COMPOSITION

Mask #2, Hare
2024
ceramic

Mask #1, Ram
2025
ceramic
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THANK YOU!
CONTACT ME:
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