
Educational Privatization and School 
Choice: a focus on equity

Ashley Wong; Dr. Wajeeha Hazoor
ABSTRACT 

In this study, I examined the impact of educational privatization on access to 
education, revealing that market-driven reforms often exacerbate existing 
inequalities. Despite government policy efforts to expand educational 
opportunities, significant barriers persist, including financial constraints, cultural 
expectations, and systemic inefficiencies. Through a comprehensive literature 
review using the Academic Search Complete database in EBSCO, I analyzed 
global research on how socioeconomic disparities, gender norms, and school 
choice policies shape educational opportunities, often favoring wealthier 
families while marginalizing lower-income groups. Drawing from these findings, 
I underscore the need for equitable, government-led education policies tailored 
to local contexts to counteract the adverse effects of privatization and ensure 
universal access to quality education.

Resources:  

EBSCOhost database 
Whatever she may study, she can’t escape from washing dishes’: gender inequity in secondary education – evidence from a 
longitudinal study in India. 
https://web.p.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail/detail?vid=7&sid=5c9bd7f8-
e51b-4705-9945-0f93864f61c9%40redis&bdata=JkF1dGhUeXBlPXNoaWImc2l0ZT1laG9zdC1saXZl#AN=128103711&db=a9h 

Gender and school choice: factors influencing parents when choosing single-sex or co-educational independent schools for their 
children. 
https://web.p.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail/detail?
vid=4&sid=8c1a116a-2108-41de-8682-6ea0cb220d17%40redis&bdata=JkF1dGhUeXBlPXNoaWImc2l0ZT1laG9zdC1saXZl#AN=17
472729&db=a9h 

BACKGROUND
Education is widely recognized as a fundamental right and a key driver of 
social and economic development, yet disparities in access persist, shaped by 
the distinctions between public and private education. In India, as highlighted 
in "Whatever she may study, she can’t escape from washing dishes," gender 
inequity remains a significant barrier in secondary education, particularly in 
public schools, where cultural expectations and household responsibilities 
often limit girls' educational opportunities. Meanwhile, in private education, as 
discussed in "Gender and school choice," parental decisions about enrolling 
children in single-sex or co-educational independent schools are influenced by 
gender norms, socioeconomic status, and perceived academic advantages. 
These studies illustrate how gender, financial constraints, and systemic 
inequalities shape students’ access to quality education differently across 
public and private institutions, reinforcing the need for policies that address 
both structural and cultural barriers.

Key Issues Affecting Educational Access:
• Socioeconomic Barriers: Families in low-income communities struggle to 

afford school-related expenses, even in systems with free tuition.
• Gender Norms and Expectations: Cultural traditions often dictate 

differing educational opportunities for boys and girls, limiting access for 
female students.

• Institutional Challenges: Lack of school infrastructure, teacher shortages, 
and ineffective policy implementation hinder access and quality of 
education.

• School Choice and Inequality: The increasing role of private and selective 
schooling may reinforce social divisions, making education less accessible 
to marginalized groups.

METHODS   
I conducted a literature review using the Academic Search Complete  database on EBSCO to 
examine the effects of government education reforms on access to education. To identify relevant 
articles, I used targeted search terms such as educational privatization, government education 
reforms, gender and school choice, and barriers to education equity. I applied filters to include 
peer-reviewed journal articles published within the past two decades to ensure a contemporary 
analysis. After screening abstracts for relevance to my research question, I selected around 20 
articles that directly addressed the impact of public and private education systems on access to 
schooling, with a particular focus on gender disparities and socioeconomic barriers. These articles 
provided comparative insights into how education policies shape opportunities in different 
institutional settings. 

FINDINGS 
1. Enrollment Gaps in Public and Private Schools 
Public schools in low-income and rural areas continue to struggle with enrollment and retention, despite 
government reforms aimed at expanding access. As highlighted in "Whatever She May Study, She Can’t Escape 
from Washing Dishes,"girls in public schools are particularly affected, as household responsibilities and cultural 
expectations limit their ability to remain in school. Financial burdens such as transportation, uniforms, and school 
materials further contribute to dropout rates. Private schools, though often perceived as offering better educational 
quality, remain inaccessible to lower-income families due to high tuition costs, reinforcing socioeconomic 
disparities in enrollment. 
2. Gender Disparities in Public vs. Private Education 
Gender norms influence educational access in both public and private institutions, though in different ways. In 
public schools, as "Whatever She May Study, She Can’t Escape from Washing Dishes" discusses, girls are more 
likely to leave school due to early marriage, domestic responsibilities, and a lack of gender-sensitive infrastructure, 
such as separate restrooms and policies to address harassment. In private schools, as "Gender and School Choice" 
explores, parental preferences for single-sex or co-educational settings are influenced by concerns about academic 
performance, discipline, and perceived social advantages. These choices reflect broader societal norms that shape 
the educational experiences of boys and girls differently. 
3. Institutional Barriers in Public vs. Private Schools 
Public schools often face challenges such as inadequate infrastructure, overcrowded classrooms, and shortages of 
trained teachers, making it difficult to deliver quality education, particularly for marginalized students. Policy 
implementation gaps further disadvantage these communities, limiting the effectiveness of reforms. In private 
schools, while resources are generally better, access remains restricted to wealthier families, and the lack of 
government oversight can lead to inconsistent academic standards and exclusionary practices. The reliance on 
private institutions as an alternative to struggling public schools can deepen existing inequalities rather than resolve 
them. 
4. School Choice and Educational Inequality 
As "Gender and School Choice" highlights, parental decisions regarding private education are often shaped by 
gendered expectations and socioeconomic status. Many wealthier families choose single-sex or elite co-educational 
schools based on beliefs about academic rigor, discipline, and future career prospects. This selective access 
reinforces social stratification, as lower-income families—who rely on underfunded public schools—have fewer 
educational choices. Additionally, the growing dependence on private schools diverts attention from improving 
public education systems, exacerbating disparities in access and quality between public and private institutions. 
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