
Morphological Analysis Pathway for 
Reading

Anna Kuntz, Dr. Carla Wood
Florida State University - College of Communication Science & Disorders

Introduction

 Language fluency is a key aspect for learning and is vital to hone 
at a young age. This skill builds throughout one’s entire life and 
affects future learning of other skills. During language development, 
some children are at higher risk to develop speech disorders due to 
being hard of hearing or having English as their second language. To 
combat this, it is important to research tools that could prevent or 
inhibit that result. In our case, we examined a program named MAP-
R, or the morphological analysis pathway for reading, to see how it 
affected literacy in at-risk children. Specifically, the program 
focuses on morphological aspects to reading and writing. Having a 
good morphological foundation of language directs students to 
success.
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Methods

• Writing samples were taken of students and scanned.
• Those scanned images were transferred  via email where they 

were then transcribed them into a word document.
• These documents were named after the number ID on the paper.
• The document would then be transferred to a Google drive.
• The samples were put through Morpholex, a program that 

analyzes writing samples.
• That information was inputted to an Excel spreadsheet.

Results

 Our research is still ongoing; data is continuing to be collected. 
This data included: Number of words, number of basewords, 
percentage of basewords, number of inflections, percentage of 
inflections, number of derivations, percentage of derivations, and 
the number of level 3-6 words used. This data was collected to 
track how/if the students made progress using the MAP-R program.

Discussion

 An idea to add to future research could be to expand the sample 
size so it includes a greater variety of populations. Parents could be 
more well-informed to encourage morphological emphasis when it 
comes to learning. Overall, the importance of morphology in 
language learning is extremely apparent. Students show an 
increase in literacy with an increase in morphological knowledge. 
We just need to find out what exercises and activities are most 
effective in improving literacy along with tailoring it to the students’ 
needs.

Fig  3: Demographics of the sample collected

Fig  4: Correlations between MK Skills and Written Morphology Measures
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