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Abstract Images of German Prisoners of \War Labor as a Means of Expression and Connection

*\Working in various labor activities surprisingly served as a way to relieve stress.

Created opportunities for POWs to build relationships with American citizens.
Relationships Between POWSs and Americans

*Many American soldiers and citizens formed unexpected bonds with German

POWs.

*This was surprising given the wartime tensions between America and Germany.
Overall Finding

*The primary research analysis indicates that German POWSs generally received

positive treatment, which allowed for them to build connection with their

employers

*Their experiences in athletics, labor, and social interactions contributed to this

Derspective.

This project examines the relationship between notions of masculinity and the treatment of German
prisoners of war (POW) in America during the Second World War. During World War I,
approximately 400,000 German prisoners of war (POWSs) were interned in 700 camps across the
United States. Their treatment was largely guided by the Geneva Convention, which established
International standards for their safeguarding. However, cultural perceptions also played a significant
role in shaping their experiences. Historian Matthias Reiss demonstrates in his scholarship that
shared notions of race and martial masculinity contributed to relatively favorable treatment of
German POWs and fostered unexpected connections between captors and captives despite their
Ideological differences.
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Building on Reiss’ findings, this study examines the performance of masculinity through labor and
sports. Both activities, sanctioned by international law, enabled POWSs to express their masculinity
while in captivity. These familiar expressions of masculinity resonated with the local populace and
American guards' own notions of masculinity and enabled them to see German POWs as relatable. In
addition, this outlet for masculinity allowed POWSs to preserve their honor and physicality after
surrendering to an enemy force, at a time when they could no longer fulfill their traditional roles as
combatants. Overall, this study argues that viewing the German POW experience through the lens of
masculinity reveals how parallel visions of masculinity led to improved treatment of German
prisoners during World War 11.

Play: The Sports Program

Sports as a Pivotal role in POW camps
Figure 1: Letter from Edward Grego, a *Provided an emotional outlet for expression and stress relief.
U.S. POW during World War I, _ _ _ o o *Helped with social organization and bonding among prisoners.
written on March 10th 1944, sent from Figure 2: German prisoners standing outside In front of a building. *Sports enabled relations between American Guards and German POWs
a German POW camp In the (?enter of the_ Image, two individuals are engaged in a Types of Sports Played
recreational wrestling match «Cricket, baseball, and boxing were commonly played.
*Allowed POWs to feel a sense of control over their lives despite captivity.
Connection to Masculinity
Sports participation demonstrated physical strength, endurance, and competitiveness.
*Reinforced traditional masculine ideals within the camp environment.

Conclusion

Psychological & Sociological Impact of Sports and Labor in POW camps
Sports Beyond Tradition
- Functioned outside traditional roles, especially in wartime captivity
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 This study draws on the cultural turn in historiography that began in the 1970s and uses
gender as an analytic lens to interpret primary sources. The study examines masculinity as a
culturally constructed category that was expressed and experienced by American soldiers
and German prisoners of war. The study examines how these two cultural perceptions of
masculinity collided during World War I1I.
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