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Participants were randomly assigned to three group

e Baseline for comparison
e Measures natural sign-up rate
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What is the Homestead Exemption:

An exemption that reduces property taxe§ for

homeowners who use their home as a primary
' Is

residence. This benefit can save homeowne

Control Group
(Nothing Sent)

e Letter explaining exemption
freatment Group 1 e Pushes homeowners to apply

. Sent to 6,000) e Measures impact of letter alone
king homeownership % Of Non-Takers per County ( .
hundreds of dollars per year, making Yo 2024 Dats)  Sarme as TG + text reminder
more aftordable. ( Treatment Gr(::)p_z e Tests if text improves sign-up r?te
The Problem: Take-Up Gap (Sent to 6,000) . Measures impact of letter + tex
— 6.6%
don’t sign up. This issue is especially common in Data Analysis:

- ign-up rate differences
| . i dels will measure sign-up
minority neighborhoods, leading to higher tax e Regression mo

. . . S groups
burdens and financial strain. oy

We will test for demographic variations in responses.
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can Information Help? eted — 3.3% e Data cleaning & analysis will take place once results are
Our research tests whether providing Cle-aZ;et?sr?can released in Summer 2025 ign ups for text message
outreach (via mailed letters and text remil[nacI . Moasure take-up rates and track sigh o

increase enrollment rates for the Homeste reminders .
xempton Data Sources include FL Dept. of Revenue & FL Dept. of Elections
Outreach Efforts — 0% a
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We sent personalized letters to randorrle selec’ie
homeowners, with one group also receiving tex
reminders. Our study measures how these

' Despite these savings, many eligible homeowners
o
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InterventhnS . . . - Dcpartmcntnfﬂcnm'}mics e dOeS no‘t re ea
I . art|C|pat|On' e T T Florida State University FSM I DE'EARTMEN'T . D e artment Of Revenu
into solutions for improving p Al gL Talhassee 1. 3 OF ECONOMICS The Florida Dep

January 15, 2025

A b S t racC ' ﬁ“m&t M ’ ”Q'Ppsw?ssoﬁﬁ / ‘
AN, P | Dear [N,

AR B R | e Pm Mon thru Fi sign-up rates.

My name is Luke Rodgers and T am aq Associate Professor of Economics ar | Torida State
University. While rescarching property taxation, | discovered that there are many Florida
homeowners whe are ehigible for the homestead exemption who are not enrolled in the program.
This program helps over 5 million Florida homeowners, including me, save money on their property
taxes. I am Writing to let you know that you may be eligible for these tax benefits. In ] ¢
County, there are over 208,000 homeowners who save around $570 each year thmugh the
homestead exemption.

We expect that -

P savings?
issing out on significant tax . jon sign-u
" Nimorors sotal polton. Both treatment groups will have a higher exemption sign-up

ic di may be
Numerous social, political, and demograp.hlc dlffe;et[\:evsve Wi3|/| °
leading to the take-up rate gap. By analyzing this data,
able to identify those discrepancies.
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Il. Text message reminders will further increase sign-up

| e rates
lll. Demographic differences may influence respons
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To be ehigible, you must live in this dwelling and be 5 legal resident of the State of Florida as of I
January 1, 2025, The application must be completed and submitted to your county appraiser by l
March 1, 2025, 1¢ does not take long and you only need to apply once. You are automatically I
reenrolled in the Program as long as this Property remains your Primary residence, For more l
information about the homestead exemption, please see https:// tinyurl.com/ InfoHomestead. I
-

To apply online, visjt your county’s application portal using either link below. Fach link will
take you to the same website. I've provided the shorter link ¢ save you time,
hrrps:g’f\rwu'.luupﬂ.m‘g;"I Inmf,'h‘rc:ﬂdf.-'\pp[\'l ‘orl Iumcﬁrund.aspx
ht[;‘.l:a:f"ftin}'url_ctJm;’FImncsm:ld].f;t‘
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Example of Regression Formula to be used on da

Vi=Q-+ ﬁ1Ti1 + ﬁzTiz + &

As someone who has benefitted from this program, | hope you will take the time to apply.

Sincerel};’

Luke P. Rodgers
Associate Professor of Economics
Florida State Universjq,-'
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B Resources, “Homestead Exemptions, Heterogene

| metho ,
records, we analyze who responds and which outreach
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Assessment, and Property Tax Progressivity”, with Kel
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| tax policy
Significance: If effective, this study could mform future o
. an%l improve awareness of tax relief programs in
underrepresented communities.




