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Introduction

As a first-generation Cuban American, my passion for
learning has always been rooted 1n making
connections. This emphasis on building networks
through knowledge 1s done 1n honor of my Cuban-
born parents; who struggled to access education 1n

their homeland. For me, the academic fields of

sociology and psychology allow me to ask a
multitude of “whys” and further examine them. This
study 1nvestigates placemaking and community-
building, specifically with Latinas in academia. I
posit that these motions done by Latinas allows them
to navigate the rigid spaces within Eurocentric
institutions. As a Latina myself, 1t 1s a privilege to be
able to highlight my community through my research,
still remembering my family ties to Cuba. It 1s my
belief that 1t helps knowing where you’re from to
know where you’re going.

/

Research Questions

What 1s the significance of placemaking and
community for Latinas in scholarly fields?
How does this relate in navigating Eurocentric
institutions?

Methodology

Ethnographic Study °* Secondary Analysis
o Interviewed 2 doctoral o Reviewed literature
students, 1 master’s focused on Latinas
student, and 1 faculty navigating
member. scholarly spaces,
Observed cultural values, such as higher
beliefs, and perspective education and
in social environment. museum art
preservation.
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Discussion

Implications
* This research defines the significance of
placemaking as:

o Finding community amongst peers 1n
department with stmilar backgrounds
(Rodriguez-Rivera, 2024).

o Cultivating belonging with Hispanic/Latino
faculty and graduate students (Reyes, 2005).

o Restoring art, culture and sense of home (Casa
Borges, interview with Estefania, 2023).

o Creating a space for personal ties and voice 1n
academic research (Reyes, 2021).

Future Directions
* Institutions can implement more 1nitiatives that
promote diversity in academia.

Museums include work from artists that

showcase their 1dentities.

Helps promote a sense of personal and

professional growth amongst higher education

faculty members and staff.

Shabely Fernandez U
NS

sf20u(@fsu.edu I \VA—c

References

Al-Shibibi, Leila, interview with author, February 23, 2024
Casa Borges, interview with Estefania, October 2023

Loic, Erika, interview with author, February 23, 2024
Mendez, Jennifer Bickham, and Natalia Deeb-Sossa. 2020.
“Creating Home, Claiming Place: Latina Immigrant
Mothers and the Production of Belonging.” Latino

Studies 18(2):174-94. doi1: 10.1057/s41276-020-00246-8.
Olmedo, Irma M. 1999. “Redefining Culture through the
Memorias of Elderly Latinas.” Qualitative Inquiry:

QI 5(3):353-76. do1: 10.1177/107780049900500304.
Ramos, Sarah L., and Ivelisse Torres-Fernandez. 2020.
“Conociendo Los Caminos: Testimonios of Latina Doctoral
Students.” Peace and Conflict: Journal of Peace
Psychology: The Journal of the Division of Peace
Psychology of the American Psychological

Association 26(4):379-89. do1: 10.1037/pac0000450.
Reyes, Ganiva, Veronica R. Barrios, Racheal M. Banda,
Brittany Aronson, Esther M. Claros Berlioz, & Martha E.
Castanieda. 2021. ““We Came Together Out of Necessity’: A
Latina Diaspora Group Engaging in Platica to Thrive with
Dignity in Academia.” Journal of Women and Gender in
Higher Education 14(3):283-301. DOI:
10.1080/26379112.2021.1958221.

Reyes, Xaé Alicia, and Diana I. Rios. 2005. “Dialoguing
the Latina Experience in Higher Education.” Journal of
Hispanic Higher Education 4(4):377-91. dou:
10.1177/1538192705280079.

Rodriguez Rivera, Sara, interview with author, February
19, 2024

Vallejo-Santiago, Estefania, interview with author,
February 26, 2024

Williams, Lorna V. Reviewed Works: Women, Creole
Identity, and Intellectual Life in Early Twentieth-Century
Puerto Rico, MLN 121, no. 2 (2006): 487-91.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3840684.

Acknowledgements

A very special thank you to my research mentor,
Estefania, for giving me the chance to learn from her and
her research, for her encouraging, kind words, for sharing
her story, and for her guidance throughout this process.
To Sara, Leila, and Erika: thank you for sharing your
stories, as they serve as a guide for not only me, but other
Latinas who want to go into these fields. Your strength,
contributions to this project, and passion for what you do
does not go unnoticed.




