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Abstract:

Climate change has been a prevalent and growing issue as the world progresses to future 

industrialization.

The purpose is to demonstrate and teach about composting to elementary school kids as this 

will allow them to understand the food, they waste in their cafeteria better and link this 

waste to methane produced from landfills. Therefore, they can better understand the 

importance of preventing food waste. In the end, students are becoming more aware about 

where their food comes from and where they dispose of the food they do not eat and its 

impact on climate change. They also learn about alternate ways they can dispose of the food 

they eat in their cafeteria’s.

Methods:

• During the conduction of the research, fifth graders at Woodville elementary in Ms Villa’s 

classroom are taught their lessons about climate change and global warming through their 

primary service teacher.

• During the lesson, the elementary school kids are taught about food waste and 

composting through an engaging lesson. We used a PowerPoint and, we engaged the fifth 

graders by  not using a lecture based but by asking questions about their understanding of 

food waste and what they think is important when it comes to  the food waste in their 

cafeteria and how that may contribute to climate change. Additionally, by asking 

questions  throughout the PowerPoint, we were more likely to involve the students so 

they can better understand about composting and how it relates to food waste and 

landfills as well as understanding alternate ways. Additionally, we made sure each slide 

would cause the students to reflect back and remember what they learned during their 

climate change unit

• During this composting process, they specifically used the food waste from Woodville 

elementary from their cafeteria and learn about the dos and don’ts when it comes to 

composting . The students engaged in building a garden after.

• - Students are then to reflect on food waste and relate it back to how food waste can be 

linked to methane produced in landfills. Therefore, they would think about the food waste 

in their cafeterias differently. 

Discussion:

• During the visitation itself, we had gone to a fifth-grade classroom to talk about 

composting. The kids were very engaged with the presentation that was  presented to 

them. They were answering questions on every slide and made sure to ask me questions 

about material they had learnt. 

• Many of the kids were made to critically think about the food waste in their cafeteria and 

how it can relate to gases like greenhouse gases and how that may affect climate change 

and global warming

• . Students had related different concepts together like landfills and harmful chemicals. 

The students were able to learn about composting through a demonstration with mason 

jars. 

• Students were also instructed to fill out a compost log.

Conclusion:

After the school visitation, it was shown that many of the elementary students were familiar 

with alternative resources like recycling and composting. However, they were not aware of 

the small usage of these resources and instead were intrigued by the amount of waste that 

ended up in landfills. The students were able to reflect on this and understand more about 

food waste in their cafeteria, Therefore, the next time, they get food from their cafeteria they 

can think about the other ways they can go about the food they waste. The teachers had also 

reflected on the presentation and are now able to assist the kids with composting in the 

classroom and encourage their critical thinking about food waste and the bad effects on 

climate change. The overall, goal was to bring awareness so students can see where their 

food comes from and how food can be recycled and re-used
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