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Abstract

Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) is an 1ll practice faced by numerous women but 1s still often Literature Review Chadambuka, C., & Warria, A. (2019). Hurt or help? Understanding intimate partner
violence in the context of social norms as practised in rural areas. Social Work,

Methods

overlooked by society, where every facet of a woman’s well-being 1s at risk. IPV confrontation may Evaluating texts about IPV that were written within the last 20 years, 1t was observed as a trend that the legal ,
. . . . . . . f abuse discl ¢ available t ¢ 55(3), 301-310. http://dx.do1.org/10.15270/52-2-741
look different in many instances; some may be more assertive while others may be more passive. system of abuse disclosure was not available to most women.
While confrontation 1s a big part of this study, it 1s also important to realize the role of abuse Craven, L. C., Fields, A. M., Carlson, R. G., Combs, E. M., & Howe, E. S. (2023).

Intimate partner violence was an extremely normalized culture explaining why women who do have access

to legal help fear disclosing this information. For example, in Sub-Saharan African culture, 1t 1s extremely , ,
owing to the safety of women, but some women may also not be aware of the situation they are in. normalized for women to undergo IPV and therefore not receive support. review. Journal of Counseling & Development, 101(3), 346-358.

https://do1.org/10.1002/jcad.12478

disclosure and support. Intervening in situations of abuse may not always be an effective strategy Counseling interventions for victims of intimate partner violence: A systematic

Nonetheless, the availability of resources for these victims plays an essential part in supporting women

experiencing IPV. One such resource 1s a woman’s social network, which has a significant role in There 1s a negative correlation between lifetime IPV and mental health among women, and a negative

correlation between history of abuse, including parental abuse, and mental health Ichplani, P., & Bailey, R.L. (forthcoming, 2024). Communicating abuse with

interpersonal network ties (INTs): An exploratory network analysis of
willingness for disclosure among adult women. Accepted for presentation at the

disclosure patterns. The social network these women find themselves in can ultimately impact their

willingness to disclose. In this study, we link intervention and disclosure patterns to mental health and Liang and colleagues created a Help-seeking framework where the problem is defined, then there is a

history of abuse. Our ongoing research process is situated in the Big Bend Area of Florida, and it decision to seek help, and lastly, a selection of support, which is seen along the journey these victims go 74th Annual Convention of International Communication Association. Gold

utilizes a combination of in-depth interviews with survivors of IPV, surveys with women at risk, and through. Coast, Australia.

anonymous online surveys with adult women to understand the likeliness of disclosure and related Liang, B., Goodman, L., Tummala-Narra, P, & Weintraub, S. (2005). A theoretical

patterns. The study is anticipated to offer insights into the possibility of designing a culturally framework for understanding help-seeking process among survivors of intimate

compatible program by leveraging the social network ties of such women for a more efticacious (- laws | :.T:;::.M..I:T e o partner violence. American Journal of Community Psychology, 36: 71-84.
intervention. o y ! https://do1.0rg/10.1007/s10464-005-6233-6
2
3 Liebschutz, J., Battaglia, T., Finley, E., & Averbuch, T. (2008). Disclosing intimate
Others : Extended family partner violence to health care clinicians - What a difference the setting makes: A
MethOdS qualitative study. BMC Public Health, 8, 229. https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-
2458-8-229

Quantitative Surveys

The extent of our survey research included approximately 150 women at least 18 years of age who are
currently living 1n the Big Bend area of Florida, are not pregnant and have ever been in an
intimate/romantic relationship for at least three months.

McCleary-Sills, Jennifer, et al. “Stigma, shame and women’s limited agency in help-

seeking for intimate partner violence.” Global Public Health, vol. 11, no. 1-2,
2015, pp. 224-235, https://doi.org/10.1080/17441692.2015.1047391.

Friends

Members of

The survey takes about 30 minutes on average and 1s administered on Qualtrics and Network Canvas POppot roup Murray, Christine E., et al. “Sources and components of stigma experienced by

using computer-assisted personal interviewing (CAPI). survivors of intimate partner violence.” Journal of Interpersonal Violence, vol.
33, no. 3, 2015, pp. 515-536, https://do1.org/10.1177/0886260515609565.

We asked these women about the factors associated with the disclosure of IPV such as their socio- Workplace Neighbors
demographics, mental health, social networks, normative beliefs, and willingness to disclose about Ogbe, E., Harmon, S., Van den Bergh, R., & Degomme, O. (2020). A systematic

relationship problems, including potential abuse. review of intimate partner violence interventions focused on improving social
support and/ mental health outcomes of survivors. PLOS ONE, 15(6), €0235177.

The survey included multiple choice questions, some with a Likert (sliding) scale, adopted from the https://do1.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0235177
literature to ensure data validity. ReSUItS & F“ture WO l‘kS

Seff, Ilana. “Social norms sustaining intimate partner violence: A systematic review

o . . , , From our current findings and literature review, we have been able to gather that:
For each significant relationship listed by these women, both romantic and platonic, we asked about of methodologies for proxy measures.” Trauma, Violence, &amp,; Abuse, vol. 23,

the relationship type, strength, duration, involvement, and communication frequency, as well as their no. 5, 2021, pp. 1708—1727, https://do1.org/10.1177/15248380211013141.

o , , , 1. A women’s average social network consisted of 3-4 INTs
demographic information and their perceptions of IPV. 2 Amon dents. th ity of INT
: g our respondents, the majority o S Were women . . o

3. Few women reported their current partners as one of their INTs Sylas.ka, Kater}fna M., and Katle M. Edwards. “Disclosure of intimate partner
Qualitative Interviews 4. Personal experiences of women are largely more significant than social stigma in determining their mental violence to informal social support network members.” Trauma, Violence,
We conducted interpersonal interviews up to 90 minutes in length with several women at least 18 health and attitudes regarding abuse. deamp; AZ? use, vol. 15, no. 1, 2013, pp. 3-21,
years of age living in the Big Bend Area of Florida who were not experiencing IPV at the time of the https:/doi.org/10.1177/1524838013496335.
interview but had past experiences of intimate partner abuse. Going forward:
In the interview, we asked these women about their early life, relationship history, their experiences * Quantitative data will be analyzed using SPSS, qualitative data, using NVivo software, and network data
with abuse and self-admission, and help-seeking. from surveys using RStudio.

* The nuances of these women's experiences will be examined for emerging themes and how aspects like ACknOWledgmentS
We also used a structured mapping of their interpersonal relationships before/during abusive cultural significance and personal circumstances affect women who have experienced IPV. We would like to thank Ms. Pooja Ichplani for such a great mentorship in which she
relationships and after separation. We noted every significant relationship mentioned in the interview * We will compare the social networks emerging from qualitative and quantitative interactions. provided us with so many opportunities to learn as researchers and as individuals.
and asked about the relationship type, strength, and involvement or help walking out of the * Quantitative data may inform the development of a primary prevention against intimate partner violence We would also like to thank Dr. Rachel Bailey for her incredible support in this

relationship. research, and the CRE for facilitating our research opportunities.
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