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AT IS IT?

This series is a collection of m
om

ents w
hich com

e from
 

the lives of others. The final collection represents the 
depth and constant flow

 of lives other than our ow
n w

hile 
presenting real people as the m

ain characters of their lives. 
In a setting w

here each w
ork is installed alongside one 

another, the view
er can im

m
erse them

selves in a style of 
peoplew

atching m
eant to incite an em

pathetic or 
thoughtful response. The form

at references classic 2D
 

anim
ated film

s, w
ith flat characters and painted 

backgrounds, in order to help accom
plish this m

ain idea.

C
REATIO

N
 PRO

C
ESS

The first step in m
y process w

as to spend tim
e collecting 

the m
om

ents foundational to each w
ork. I spent a great 

deal of tim
e peoplew

atching, observing everyday 
interactions for m

om
ents that felt profound because they 

could function as a w
indow

 into another person’s life. 
A

fter these w
ere collected, I spent w

eeks planning, 
painting, and anim

ating each piece.
A

 critical am
ount of m

y tim
e w

as spent com
paring styles 

of anim
ation that com

plem
ented the m

ain idea. In the 
end, subtle m

ovem
ent that looped seam

lessly w
orked the 

best. 

TA
K

EAW
AYS

A
s this research w

ould form
 the basis for m

y thesis 
w

orks, I em
phasized experim

enting w
ith m

y 
presentation to find the best w

ay to display the w
orks. 

Initial plans to project on top of each piece w
ere 

som
ething that I found to be unnecessary in the end-

the use of digital screens, like TVs, strengthened m
y 

idea w
ithout distracting from

 it in a m
useum

 setting. A
s 

I continue to m
ake these artw

orks for m
y thesis show

 
this Fall, this project has also helped m

e to gauge w
hat 

w
orks for m

y audience and w
hat does not.


	PEOPLEWATCHING: An Exercise in Empathy

