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Abstract
N

early a quarter of all U.S. children under the age of 18 live 
w

ith one parent and no other adults (Census, 2022). The 
prevalence of this experience in Am

erican society tells us w
e 

should study w
hat affects it m

ight have on children w
hen they 

becom
e adults. The focus of this study is on better 

understanding the potential effects of living in a single parent 
household m

ay have on the developm
ent of an entrepreneurial 

m
indset. 

M
any factors play a role in if a child becom

es an entrepreneur, 
but research suggests that there are several characteristics 
correlated to w

hether an individual chooses entrepreneurship 
as a career path. This project conducted interview

s w
ith 

entrepreneurs w
ho grew

 up in a single-parent and those w
ho 

grew
 up in m

ulti-parent households to exam
ine w

hat role this 
m

ight play in the developm
ent of an entrepreneurial m

indset.

Sum
m

ary

Interview
ees exhibited som

e of the sam
e traits as other 

entrepreneurs; accepting failure as an opportunity to 
learn and understanding the risk involved in starting 
one’s ow

n business. They also exuded the am
bition and 

passion of their peers. They reported fam
ily having 

great im
pact on their lives’ m

indset but lacked guidance 
as they explored entrepreneurship as a career path. 
This final point highlights the need for m

entorship 
being at the core of entrepreneurial education and its 
pow

er for vicarious learning for budding entrepreneurs.
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Interview
 Insights

•
All respondents reported that their entrepreneurial 
experience w

as m
ade m

ore difficult as a result of being a 
m

inority.
•

M
ost interview

ees also identified w
hat they thought are 

advantages for children not in a single parent household that 
could have affected them

.
•

All respondents report seeing gender bias in w
hether 

entrepreneurship is advocated for in households.
•

Four of the five interview
ees stated that taking the risk  of 

relying econom
ically only on their business w

as the hardest 
part go of theirentrepreneurship journey.

•
Another overarching them

e w
as that they accepted that 

failure is a learning opportunity and that it isinevitable for 
m

ost. It's how
 you can turn thatfailure into a lessons 

learned.

M
ethods

In this study, I conducted
five interview

s w
ith individuals of 

varying age, gender, occupations,race and ethnicity.The 
interview

s w
ere sem

i-structured w
ith specific questions and 

topics to be covered but allow
 for exploration. Interview

ees 
w

ere recruited through m
y sum

m
er internship w

ith Dom
i 

Station,  a business incubator, and through the FSU
 Tech Fellow

s

Each interview
ee w

as asked the sam
e series of nine open ended 

questions for com
parison. Follow

-up questions w
ere used to 

further explore each question’s topic based on an interview
ee’s 

response. 

The overall  the goal w
as to better understand their childhood 

and its potential influence on their career choices. In addition, 
w

hat potential m
otivating factors in their life steered them

 
tow

ard entrepreneurship and w
hether their upbringing played 

a role.

Interview
 Insightscontinued

•
Every interview

ee show
ed confidence that single parent 

household can cultivate an entrepreneurial m
indset in 

children.
•

Four out of five interview
ees appreciated the independence of 

w
orking for them

selves and connected it to the independence 
of their childhood.

•
Interview

ees pointed to im
m

ediate fam
ily m

em
bers having a 

significant influence on their m
indset.

•
Though interview

ees reported fam
ily influence they did not 

received m
uch guidance in their entrepreneurial career path. 
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