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A
bstract

In the past few
 decades, the term

 “B
lack A

m
erican” has been 

replaced w
ith the term

 “A
frican A

m
erican”; this change w

as 
w

idely accepted in the B
lack com

m
unity and w

as advertised as 
a w

ay to reclaim
 a heritage that w

as erased due to the absence 
of record-keeping during the tim

e period of A
m

erican slavery. 
W

ith recent eff
orts to try to trace one’s genealogy, A

frican 
A

m
ericans have often run into “the brick w

all” w
hich signifies 

the lack of census records of A
frican descendants dating before 

1870. T
he focus of the study w

as to investigate how
 not having 

know
ledge of one’s ancestry aff

ects A
frican A

m
ericans’ 

self-w
orth and their sense of identity. A

frican A
m

ericans’ 
experiences w

ere com
pared to the experiences of B

lack 
A

m
ericans w

ho do have know
ledge of their ancestry in order to 

investigate how
 having know

ledge of one’s ancestry aff
ects 

one’s self-w
orth and sense of identity. U

ltim
ately, the goal of 

the study w
as to investigate w

hether there are som
e m

ore 
long-term

 eff
ects of slavery that has aff

ected A
frican 

A
m

ericans’ self-w
orth and sense of identity. 

R
esults

1.
Exam

ine the relationship betw
een an unknow

n ancestry 
and self-w

orth in order to m
easure the potential long-term

 
effects of slavery relating to A

frican A
m

erican’s sense of 
self-w

orth. 
2.

G
enerate survey data that w

ill aid in m
easuring the 

difficulty of obtaining inform
ation about fam

ily ancestry 
as an A

frican A
m

erican. 

D
iscussion

➢
Survey sam

ple of 132 18-24 yr. old Tallahassee college 
students w

ho identify as B
lack or A

frican A
m

erican
➢

The survey w
as adm

inistered using Q
ualtrics. 

R
espondents w

ere asked about basic dem
ographics,  

xperiences w
ith tracking ancestry, feelings about those 

experiences, and  how
 know

ledge or lack of know
ledge of 

their ancestry has affected their self-w
orth. 

Future D
irections

R
esearch O

bjectives

D
ata and M

ethods

❏
W

hile 100%
 of the  sam

ple identified as B
lack, only 74%

 
identified as A

frican A
m

erican. 
❏

R
espondents w

ho had know
ledge that their ancestors w

ere 
enslaved w

ere less likely to know
 their country of origin w

hile 
respondents w

ho reported that their ancestors w
eren’t enslaved 

w
ere m

ore likely to know
 their country of origin. 

❏
R

esults m
ay be attributed to the lack of  records kept of 

enslaved people and their countries of origin. 
❏

R
ates of self-esteem

 w
ere not significantly diff

erent am
ong 

respondents w
ho had enslaved ancestors and respondents w

ho 
did not have enslaved ancestors. 

❏
R

espondents w
ho had enslaved ancestors had a w

eaker 
connection to heritage com

pared to respondents w
ho had no 

enslaved ancestors. 
❏

G
reater perceived connection to heritage is associated w

ith 
having no enslaved ancestors. 

❏
T

here w
as no significance found on w

hether the ability to trace 
one’s ancestor 3 or m

ore generations plays in role in one’s 
self-esteem

 and/or connection to heritage. 

❏
Future research w

ill focus on broadening the sam
ple size to get 

m
ore definitive answ

ers in regards to w
hether being able to trace 

one’s ancestry has an eff
ect on one’s self-esteem

 and/or 
connection to heritage.

❏
Future research w

ill focus on broadening the sam
ple population 

to include m
ore of a variety  B

lack students w
ho attend both 

PW
Is and H

B
C

U
s.

❏
T

here w
ill  be a focus on w

hether these choices of schools 
aff

ects students self-esteem
. 
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