
The R
ole of G

ender in C
om

m
em

orating the W
hite R

ose
A

ngilm
arie R

ivera Sanchez, The
Tyler C

enter for G
lobal Studies U

ndergraduate R
esearch Aw

ard
Supervising Professor: N

athan Stoltzfus, PhD
 –

D
epartm

ent of H
istory

A
bstract

The
“W

hite
R

ose”
w

as
a

non-violent
resistance

group
that

denounced
the

N
azis’w

arcrim
es

through
anonym

ous
leaflets.

Itbegan
w

ith
H

ans
Scholl,a

young
m

edicalstudent.U
pon

his
return

to
M

unich,he
gathered

a
group

oflike-m
inded

students
–

including
his

sister
Sophie

–
into

w
hatw

ould
com

prise
the

W
hite

R
ose

resistance.A
fter

the
w

ar
ended,H

ans
Schollw

as
initially

the
face

of
the

group.
B

y
the

2000s,
Sophie

had
assum

ed
thatposition

in
m

em
orials

and
film

s.This
study

aim
s

to
understand

the
shift

tow
ard

identifying
Sophie

as
the

prim
ary

face
of

the
resistance,and

the
im

plications
this

shift
has

had
on

how
the

W
hite

R
ose

is
characterized

in
G

erm
an

m
em

ory.
This

shift
w

ill
be

analyzed
in

a
decade-by-decade

study
since

the
end

ofthe
w

arin
1945

and
through

interview
s

w
ith

relevant
scholars.

This
research

is
indicating

that
the

increased
dem

and
for

w
om

en
to

be
represented

as
agents

of
history

m
ay

have
played

a
role

by
the

1980s
and

1990s,the
pointatw

hich
interestin

the
W

hite
R

ose
grew

quickly.

R
esults

Prelim
inary

results
suggest

there
is

a
high

probability
the

analysis
w

ill
yield

a
favorable

outcom
e

for
the

hypothesis.
Sophie

Scholl’s
rise

in
com

m
em

oration
reflects

a
political

trend
in

G
erm

any
tow

ard
recognizing

the
agency

ofw
om

en
in

resistance;how
ever,itappears

the
m

essage
ofthe

W
hite

R
ose

is
notinherently

affected.Instead,itis
possible

thatthe
effects

of
this

phenom
enon

are
noton

the
m

essage,butrather
on

the
fam

ilies
of

the
m

em
bers

w
ho

did
not

have
the

last
nam

e
“Scholl”.

Thus,
not

only
is

it
im

portant
to

understand
w

hat
happened

w
hen

com
m

em
orating

the
W

hite
R

ose
for

the
sake

of
understanding

history
and

its
im

plications,
but

also
to

properly
pay

respect
to

the
fam

ilies
of

those
w

ho
w

ere
involved

and
deserve

to
know

w
hathappened.\
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C
onclusion

This
study

w
ill

culm
inate

in
the

creation
of

a
cum

ulative
w

ritten
assignm

ent
that

includes
all

the
m

aterials
uncovered

throughoutthe
stages

of
research,along

w
ith

annotations
and

sources.The
docum

entbriefly
analyzes

theoreticalideologies
of

resistance,
outlines

com
m

em
oration

efforts
through

the
years,

observes
the

history
of

the
W

hite
R

ose,
identifies

politicaltrends
in

G
erm

any,provides
a

m
ethod

overview,and
analyzes

the
collected

m
aterial

through
coding.

The
hope

is
thatthisstudy

w
illexplain

the
processby

w
hich

Sophie
Scholl

becam
e

the
face

ofthe
m

ovem
entand

w
hatthatsaysaboutthe

changing
perceptionsofgenderrolesin

G
erm

any.
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M
ethod

Approach: Q
ualitative –

broad and unrestricted approach

D
esign: H

istorical –
recapture ideas of the past that affect the present

Sam
pling Technique: H

om
ogenous purposive –

experts on the subject 

Analysis: D
ata-driven C

oding –
indexing text for them

atic ideas

A
reas of Inquiry:

1) The reasons for w
hich Sophie w

as chosen as the face of the 

resistance

2) The tim
eline of com

m
em

oration efforts 

3) The im
pacts these com

m
em

oration efforts had on the W
hite R

ose’s 

m
essage

O
n-site Visits:

•
The W

hite R
ose Foundation’s LM

U
 Exhibit (M

unich, G
erm

any)

•
B

ayerische Staatsbibliothek (M
unich, G

erm
any)

•
W

alhalla H
all of Fam

e (R
egensburg, G

erm
any)

•
H

ans-und-Sophie-Scholl-Platz (U
lm

, G
erm

any)
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